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Letter from Bishop Houghton 
as from Chiihsien, 


Szechwan, China. 
4th August, 1939. 


Dear Friends of Western China, 


A quarter of a century has passed since the beginning 
of the “ war to end war,” and Europe trembles on the brink 
of an even greater conflagration. I am writing from our 
hill bungalow, 2,200 feet above Chiihsien. Here at mid- 
day we meet for special prayer for revival, and for the 
situation both in China and in Europe. 


As far as the work of the missionary is concerned, the 
situation has definitely worsened in the areas occupied by 
Japan, where the Japanese have created and fostered anti- 
British feeling. Our latest news is of the accommodation 
reached at Tokyo between Great Britain and Japan. It may 
easily have opposite results in the occupied areas and in 
free China. In the former it is possible that anti-British 
demonstrations will cease ; in the latter, our happy relation- 
ship with the people generally may be adversely affected, 
for Britain is regarded as having yielded to Japanese threats. 
Our Chinese newspapers have given the fullest details of 
the intolerable indignities inflicted on Britons at Tientsin, 
and the distinction between (1) recognising that fighting 
on‘a large scale exists, that the Japanese have a right to 
defend themselves and to maintain order, and (2) recognis- 
ing that they have a right to be in China at all, is a very 


fine one.. | | 
Meanwhile our hearts have been filled with the deepest 
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indignation at the bombing of Fengkieh on June 27th. If 
you approach it from Shanghai up the Yangtze, Fengkieh 
(or Kweifu) is our first mission station in Eastern Szechwan, 
at the head of the Kweifu gorge. It is entirely defenceless, 

and when twenty or thirty bombing planes appeared that 
afternoon, they could suit their own convenience as to 
where they would drop their bombs and how long they 
would stay. So for about three-quarters of an hour they 
set about their task of systematic destruction, killing nine 
hundred people and wounding over a thousand, and of 
course levelling scores of houses. Four bombs dropped on 
our compound, where the Rev. F. G. Snow and Mr. Harper 
are living together with large numbers of refugees from 
- Tchang, including the Boys’ and Girls’ Schools of the 
Scottish Mission there. There was heavy damage to 
property, but no lives were lost, though next door Mr. 

Snow and Mr. Harper helped to dig out the battered 
remains of a number of people, including two Christians. 
Our old premises, a little further away, which have recently _ 
housed the Women’s Hospital from Ichang, were completely 
destroyed, but, miraculously, without loss of life. In all, 
eleven Christians, or members of Christian families, were © 
~ murdered, and Mr. Snow writes of the funeral : “‘ We had, 
thank God, a triumphant, even if sorrowful, little service 
this morning ” (July 2nd). Lord, how long? 


A happier, though still infinitely tragic, picture is that 
of the Rev. E. A. Sadler and his helpers at Wanhsien 
meeting steamers full of the wounded from down river, 
touching and cleaning some to whom no one else would go 
near, and then helping to carry them on stretchers up the 


river bank. This expression of Christian sympathy has 
had a marked effect in the city, and I believe the Lord will | 


use it for His glory. While writing of Wanhsien I must 
not forget to mention the weekly message which is now 
appearing as an advertisement in the Wanhsien newspaper. 
Already it has called forth a number of letters from 
interested people, and some have cdne to secure copies of 
the Scriptures. 


I was in Paoning when over eighty refugees from 
Anhwei arrived. They had gone up through Hunan and 
Hupeh into Shensi when the Yellow River flooded their 
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district more than a year ago, and now they are trudging 
pathetically through: Szechwan in the hope of finding a way 
back to their own home. The local Chinese authorities do 
not allow them to stay long in one place. But in Paoning 
the initiative was taken by Mr. Stephen Liu, who never 
lets the grass grow under his feet. The Chinese expression 
for “ without delay ” means literally “on horseback,” and 
ina letter from Bishop Ku received only yesterday he says : 
““You know Mr. Liu does things on horseback, not on 
cowback !” Well, if he had helped these refugees “on 
cowback ” they would have gone away empty; but he 
formed a Committee, collected funds, disbursed rice and 
other necessaries, arranged for some of the able-bodied to 
dig an A.R.P. trench in the Cathedral grounds, and for 
a whole week organised special gatherings for them in 
order that they might hear the Gospel. 


. .. But I was almost more touched when in April the tiny 
company of Christians in far-away Pingwu gave me $3.26 | 
for Christian refugees as an expression of gratitude for my 
three days’ ministry amongst them. 


The war is never far from our thinking and praying, 
-but I want you to realise that thus far the great majority of 
our workers in Szechwan, Chinese and missionary, are 
entirely unhindered in the work of the Gospel. I find 
that in the five months (February-June) since I returned 
from Shanghai, I have covered 4,900 li in the diocese 
| (nearly all by sedan chair or on foot), and these long 
journeys are still possible without any. interference due 
to war conditions. 


_ My Iast letter told of the meeting of the Standing 

Committee at Paoning at the end of April, and the ordina- 

tion of Mr. An Ts’ung-ch’ien. Good news comes of the 

expansion of the work in the Futsunyi area which Mr. An — 

supervises. In almost every letter he tells of some new 

sroup of people Gesiring to hear and to follow the Way of 


«From Paoning I travelled west to Kiangyu (tout and a 
half days’ journey) just in time to spend a week-end with 
Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Clark before they left for furlough. 
This city is now reverting to the oversight of Chongpa. 
From the moment when the Diocese was divided into East 
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and West it became an anomaly that I should be in any ~ 
way responsible for an area so obviously part of Western 
Szechwan, and the C.I.M. must therefore withdraw. 
Kiangyu presents no great difficulty, but Pingwu is three 
days’ journey north, and the Western Szechwan Synod feels 
unable to undertake responsibility for the work there’; so I 
felt I must ‘at least go and explain the situation to the little 
group of believers. The road follows the river all the 
- way, through scenery not inferior in grandeur to the much 
more famous Yangtze gorges. Pingwu itself is a small city 
by the river, but with its wall straggling away up the hill- 
‘side. Grass grows in all the streets except one, and it has 
never really recovered from the Red invasion. But it was 
a great joy to find a few real Christians there, and I enjoyed 
the few days of fellowship with them. The problem of 
shepherding them is still unsolved. | 


I returned through Kiangyu to Tzetung, on the great 
motor road from Chengtu to Sian, but I failed to secure a 
seat on a bus or truck, so pressed on by chair and on foot 
to Kwangyiian. Thousands of soldiers were on the march, 
and scores of military trucks passed up and down. In> 
addition there were innumerable carts with motor tyres, 
drawn by three to five mules, and about the same number 
of handcarts with ricksha tyres ! 


At Kwangyiian I confirmed seven men and five 
women. The city is increasingly important owing to the 
strategic value of the motor road, and I wish we could 
strengthen our forces there. The Chinese pastor is hardly 
the man to reach the large number of officials, civil and — 
military, higher and lesser, who throng its streets and 
frequently call at the Mission House. Miss Mitchell and 
Miss White are constantly being called upon to entertain 
strangers, including missionaries and Chinese Christians, 
from all over China. 


At Kwangyiian I rejoined my wife, and it was on the 
road down to Paoning that I developed dysentery, and 
was unable to complete my itinerary. We stayed in 
Paoning a month instead of a week-end, but on June 28th 
we arrived—very thankfully—at Chiihsien. 


More recent ha sppenings include the departure of Arch- 
deacon and Mrs. Denham for furlough—they will be 
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greatly missed in the Kwangan deanery—and the arrival, 
at long last,-of our three new C.I.M. workers, Dr.-A. J. 
Broomhall and Dr. C. Maddox (both at Paoning) and the 
Rev. T. Maxwell Orr, who passed through here last week- 
end en route to Tahsien. They left Chefoo on May 7th, 
and expected to be in Chungking by June 5th, travelling all 
the way by truck from Haiphong, in French Indo-China. 
_ But there were delays in securing the trucks, in getting 
them through Customs, and then every day except one 
there were major or minor breakdowns, so that their safe 
arrival at Chungking five weeks overdue was a miracle 
of answered prayer. 


I can say little yet of the autumn’s work, except that 
Chiihsien will probably be the scene of Deanery meetings 
at the end of September, and of a very important Standing 
Committee at the beginning of October. On Sunday, 
October Ist, if these arrangements are carried out, Mr. 
N. C. Pateman and Mr. T. E. Lloyd will be ordained 
deacons. A month later I shall be at Kaithsien for another 
Deanery meeting, and I hope the young pastor, Ning 
Wel-tao, may be ordained presbyter. At the same time the 
church is celebrating its silver jubilee. | 


I cannot close without referring to the Home-call of 
Miss E. Culverwell, who came to China in 1887. Like 
Persis, she “laboured much in the Lord,’ and many 
churches (of living stones and material stone, too !) remain | 
as her memorial in this diocese. My first thought on 
hearing the news was of thankfulness that she was so 
suddenly translated into the Lord’s presence. She was 
spared long years of weakness and dependence upon others, 
which would have tried her brave, self-reliant spirit. But 
the next thought was of sorrow for the Yingshan church, | 
which will sorely miss her prayers. Here is an opportinity 
for intercessors everywhere. The work everywhere needs 
your help, and the workers, none more so than I. 


Yours very gratefully, 


FRANK HOUGHTON, 
Bishop. 
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- Letter from Bishop Song. 


The Bishop’s House, 
Pi Fang Kai, © 
Chengtu, 

| Szechwan. 


July Sth, 1939. 
My Dear Friends, 


I am sorry there has been such a long delay beiweiin 
my first letter and this one, but the non-arrival of the 
Bulletin, and pressure of other work caused me to forget 
to write a letter in time for the second quarter. This will 
I hope, however, be in time for the third quarter. 


I want first of all to thank each and all of you for 
your good wishes expressed in the resolution passed at the 
annual meeting of the Diocesan Association on May 3lst. 
I am especially grateful for your prayers for myself and 
the diocese, which are particularly needed in these difficult 
days. 

Secondly, I want to tell you about my time in Kun- 
ming, the capital of the Province of Yunnan, where I went 
as one of the team of the “ Religion and Youth Movement.” 
It was a great privilege and opportunity to talk for several 
evenings to a large audience of many hundred students, 


and give to these young men and women standing on life’s _ 


threshold a series of addresses on the “ Meaning of Life.” 
The response on the whole was very good, and numbers 
came afterwards for individual talks. While in Kunming 
I also did a lot of visiting, and attended a number of gather- 
ings of a social or devotional character. It was a pleasure 


to meet Bishop Hall of Hongkong again, and to see the Rev. | 


James Fu, for a time Archdeacon of Eastern Szechwan. 
_ His wife has not been at all well, but he is doing a good 


piece of work. It was also my privilege to meet the mission- | 


aries and church leaders of the different denominations, 
and also a number of old friends. I might perhaps mention 
that Bishop Hall is hoping to raise funds to build a new 
church to meet the needs of those (especially the young 
people) who have moved to Yunnan from other parts of 
| o> and I know he will value your prayers for this 
effort 
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On my way back I stayedat Chungking. At that time 
tension was great owing to the repeated air raids. I stayed 
at the Y.M.C.A., which is doing good work. The General 
Secretary is giving himself in self-sacrificing service, putting 
much of his strength into direct relief work. 

Later I went round the whole diocese, and so I want to 
say a few words about the different stations. At Sintu dear 
old Pastor H. E. Keo, though well on in years, is still 
working hard trying to reach the country people for Christ, 
especially the farmers. His wife is very hospitable and ready 
to share her life with the Christian women. Pastor Keo is 
a great lover of flowers, and it is refreshing to see his little 
garden kept so neat and tidy with many kinds of flowers 
and shrubs. At Kimtang, where the evangelist Ma has 
had to give up owing to ill-health, the Principal of a Middle 
School from Shansi is now living in part of the church 
property, and as far as able is helping to preach the Gospel. 
I am hoping he may be able to be a real — to the 
ordinary church members. 


: At Hanchow it was good to see Archdeacon and Mrs. 
Donnithorne as usual hard at work. They have had much — 
encouragement and fruit from their tent work. Pastor Chia 
Yii-ming’s Bible School, with 30-40 students, is now 
centred in Hanchow, and also doing good work. Pastor 
Chia formerly taught at the North China Theological 
Seminary at Tenghsien and also in Nanking. I had the 
opportunity of giving the students a course on Philippians. 

The Pastor in charge, Mr. Wang Chih-hsuen, is doing 
- good work trying to reach souls for Christ. in the = 4 and 

surrounding country. 


At Tehyang I was glad to see Miss Fugl and the Rev. 
S. C. T’ang working so perfectly together, each feeling 
the other indispensable. Mr. T’ang has recently been trying | 
to reach the better classes, and has got in touch with the 
postmaster, the bus stationmaster, the principal and teachers 
of the Middle School, and other leaders and men of stand- 
ing from other provinces, now resident in Tehyang. 


| - Between Hanchow and Tehyang i is only 70 li (23 miles), 
-but I had a very slow rickshaw man, so I took six hours | 
to get there. So you can see we still progress but slowly. 
When dry the dust is. dreadful, especially when a bus or 
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military car goes rushing by (a danger at times to life and 
limb), leavirfg a cloud of dust in its wake. 


At Hsiaochiian, an out-station of Mienchu, I held se 


confirmation service. At Mienchu itself I was greeted with 


rain, and it rained and rained. However, I had a good 
time. I preached at the confirmation service in the morning, 


and: on Sunday afternoon expounded Exodus at a good 


meeting in the hospital. The Rev. S. E. Tuan, a graduate of 
the West China University, is doing good work and is 
receiving much help from Miss Jones, whose baby welfare 


‘clinic is developing rapidly. In the hospital where Dr. 


‘Wu Yuin-kuang is superintendent, the work is going on 
‘well. Mrs. Jenkins is of course a, most efficient nurse, and 


Mr. Jenkins is helping in various ways in the hospital and 


in the spiritual side of the work. Mr. Lo is now head of the 
Nurses’ Training School. I had the opportunity for many 
individual talks, but also had to deal with some very | 
knotty problems. 


Owing to the incessant rain the road had become a 
quagmire, so that it was out of the question to get to 


_ Anhsien by rickshaw, and even a sedan chair proved > 


impossible, so that to my great regret I had to omit Anhsien 
this time.. Instead I went back to Tehyang and from there 


to Mienyang. 


At Mienyang it was we to see the Duddingtons and 


_ Pastor and Mrs. Chen Tieh-hsia, and their work in con- 


nection with the church, which is going ahead. At the 
school Miss Belcher was continuing her faithful service, 
and the Rev. D. Sargent was filling a big gap very efficiently. 
The Women’s School under Miss Whitworth was continuing 


to make progress. I had some good meetings with the 


people expounding the message of Exodus for the present 
day. I also preached at the confirmation service on Sunday 
morning, and spoke to the boys and girls in the school, 
who showed a keen interest in my visit to Kunming. 


From Mienyang I went to Chongpa (90 li), where 
Pastor Chu is doing faithful work. I had three meetings 


_ that day at which the Christians seemed to drink in the word 


of God. Here the Pastor, churchwardens and many of the — 
Christians meet together before dawn each day for a cor- 
porate morning watch before beginning the work of the 
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day. They a also have a ssttidin band, which i is in charge 
of the preaching hall several days a week. 


_ There were sevetal hundred bandits in the neighbour- 
hood of Chongpa, whom Marshal Teng Hsi-heo was trying 
to clean up; but in- God’s good providence I did not 
encounter any of them. I then returned to Mienyang, 
having been dogged by rain at both places. Owing to the 
state of the roads after the rain, and also to the impress- 
ment of coolies for military purposes, it was impossible 
for me to visit Chong-Chiang, so I returned to Tehyang, 
and so through Hanchow and Sintu back to the capital. 


Piles of letters were waiting for me on my return, 
and there were many waiting to see me, so I was kept very 
busy. Many problems required attention, while the threat — 
of air raids created fresh difficulties and anxieties. | 


| On June 11th came the first bombing of the city proper: 
the two previous air raids last year had been confined to 
the airfields. This raid did great destruction. Our com- 
pound had a narrow escape from the huge conflagration 
started by incendiary bombs which burned all night, and | 
was only finally arrested a short distance away. There must 
have been about 1,000 casualties. Casualties were not 
heavier owing to the general exodus which had begun 
before, and has now been accelerated a hundredfold. We 
have now sent all the women and children off this com- 
pound in the city to safer places outside. Here the Rev. 
A. F. Lutley, Mr. Li Fu-ru, my new Chinese secretary, the 
Rev. Edward S. H. Ling from Hankow, and myself are 
carrying on. We are truly thankful for our preservation 
thus far, and would crave your prayers during these difficult 
~ and dangerous days, when we truly walk by faith not by 
sight. 

One of the things that has icin us has been 
the completion of the enlargement of St. John’s Church, _ 
making it possible to seat another 150 people: The church 
was far too small and cramped for our enlarged congrega- 
tion. At the moment, of course, owing to the exodus 
following the air raid, our numbers have dwindled, but 
we are glad to have completed the extension, and look for- 
- ward to its being filled again, if we are left in peace for a 
while. In any. case at such times as Synod we shall benefit 
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greatly by the enlargement. The first service in the “ com- 
pleted ” church was my official “ enthronement ” as Bishop 
of the diocese, to which service all the other churches kindly 
sent representatives, as did the universities and hospitals, 
etc., expressing their love and good wishes, and assuring me 
of their prayers, for which I was truly grateful, for I feel 
— in these days “ Who is sufficient for these things?” 
With best wishes to you all, 
Yours in His Service, 
C. T. SONG, 
Bishop. 


News from the Stations. 
Day 1. Langchung (Paoning). 


Mr. Ts’ai Pih-hsiien, the young worker who .was 
- formerly at Tahsien, has just returned from a Bible School 
at Hanchow, and is now working in Paoning. Please 
remember him in prayer as he takes up his work there. As 
a result of the hospital work, a special inquirers’ class for 
women has been started, and prayer is asked that these 
women may all be truly. led to the Lord. Two new 
workers, Drs. A. J. Broomhall and F. C. Maddox, arrived 
in Paoning early in August. 


Tanishan. Please continue to remember in prayer the 


work of the Orphanage here. Those in charge are Miss 


M. G. Carpenter and“Mr- -and Mrs. P’u. 


Day 2. Ts’ien Fuh-Ch’ang 

Prayer is very asked for this place. Pastor 
Yang, who has worked here for very many years, is 
seriously ill, and is ndét expected to live long. His son, 
Mr. Yang Li-keng, has recently moved from Yochih to 
Ts’ien Fuh-Ch’ang, and he will now be stationed in this 
place. Please pray for him as he begins this-new work, and 


pray also for the Christians and inquirers connected with 
the church. 


Day 3. Tung. 

The work here suffered through the absence of Mr. 
Liu when he was in the Ta Yiien-Shan area, and ther 
through his illness which lasted several weeks. The Bishop 
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passed through flung during his absence; and was.encour- 
aged to notice the contacts which Mrs. Liu had made with 


the wives of the postmaster and other small officials. Some 
of these people show a real interest in the Gospel. 


Day 4. Kwangyiian. 
Chinese and foreign workers are very busy, for this 


place is rapidly gaining in importance since it is situated 
on the Chengtu-Sian motor road. There are many oppor- 
tunities for work amongst outsiders, and prayer is asked 
that some of these contacts may have real results. There 
is still regular Gospel preaching in the local prison. 


Day 5. Pachung (Pachow). 

Pastor Liao had a week’s intensive evangelism in the 
local prison, and at least one man made a profession of 
faith in Christ. It was hoped to hold early in August an 
evangelistic effort at the Yin-lin-shan out-station, where 


_ at that time a large idolatrous festival is held which attracts 


people from quite distant places. A Children’s Campaign 
was planned for the second week in August, with Miss 
Wallis of F utsunyi as leader. Please pray over the results 
of these missions, and also remember visits to the cities 
of Nankiang and Fangitang, which are planned for the 


autumn. 


Day 6. Nanpu. 

_ The past three months have been marked by normal 
unspectacular growth. While numbers are the same, a 
greater concern for spirited evangelism has been showing 
itself amongst four or five of the young people. In the 
past the Mission has opened and maintained a preaching © 
hall; now the desire for this type of work has come from 
the church. The weekly meetings for young men and 
women continue, with numbers slightly increasing. A week 
of special meetings for advanced Christians and branch 
church leaders was undertaken recently by Pastor Ts’ai. 
Forty or fifty attended, and many were built up and 
strengthened. A “down-river” Christian—an ex-Bible 
School teacher—has been doing valuable country work © 
amongst country people in the neighbourhood ; she is Miss — 
Luke and comes from Fukien Province. The town women 
have .also been much cheered by her fellowship _ 
messages. 
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-Futsunyi. A Children’s Summer School was held from 
June 8th ‘to 9th, when fifty-one children from out-station 
_ Christian homes came and stayed on the premises. Local 
scholars brought the attendance up to more than eighty, 
and this number was maintained regularly throughout, 
Dr. Gray, of Paoning, was the leader, and two local men 
gave valuable help. Immediately after this a five days’ 
Bible School was held for adults, Pastor Ts’ai being the 
visiting preacher. His ministry was a great blessing to those 
who gathered. Please pray for Mr. An, who last April was 
ordained deacon in Paoning Cathedral. 


Day 7. Yingshan. 

_. During the month of May a school was held for girls 
from country Christian homes. Eight attended, and these 
illiterate girls were able to read quite nicely ere the month 
closed, the brightest of them being able to find their places 
in the Bible and read short portions. They also made good 
progress spiritually. There was a school for boys in June, 
but: some were prevented from attending, and only five 
were present. Six people have been recently received as 
catechumen. 


Day 8: (Shunking). 
Please continue to pray for the various aspects of the 


- work here—evangelistic, dispensary and school. Prayer 
would also be valued for the country work which in a 
few places shows signs of real progress. : 


Day 12: Chiihsien. | 

It was hoped that Pastor Ts’ai Fuh-ts’u might be able 
to hold a mission for Christians here towards the end of 
September. Please remember the results in prayer, Sunday - 
School work has been more encouraging lately, and an 
average of seventy children attend each Sunday. Pray that 
many of these young people may truly be led to the Lord. 


Day 13. Tachu. 

- The work during the last few moethe has been dis- 
tinctly on the quiet side, but there has been occasional 
encouragement. An interesting example is that of a man 
who was for many years temple keeper in a small country 
temple near one of the now closed out-stations. He 
gradually came to realise’ that the whole thing. was just 
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\ 
fhumbug'and that his employers were making a handsome 
profit out of the temple. He then decided to throw up his 
work (though there .seemed no prospect of getting any 
other) and to find and. worship the true God. He‘ heard 
that the Christians preached about Him, so sought out one 
of the three old believers and tried to find out the truth. 
‘The old Christian found him a Bible and Hymn Book, 
and advised him to attend services, so the next Sunday he 

: walked fifteen miles into the city, and after the sérvice gave 
‘a public testimony. Since then he has come regularly, 
and shows signs of a real spiritual experience. He was 
received as catechumen about the end of June, together 
‘with two women and another man. Two other women 
were baptised the same day. The Simmonds were expected 
to return to Tachu some time during the autumn. 


Day 13. Tahsien (Suiting). 

May to July saw a good deal of activity in all parts of 
this large district. A new effort in the city was a Sunday 
afternoon class for schoolboys and girls and other educated 
folk. None of us has been exactly satisfied with it as it 
_ ‘suffered from the usual Tahsien complaint, lack of con- 
tinuity in leadership, owing to the extent of the area in 
‘which we are working. Please pray for this work as it is 
resumed in the autumn. One satisfactory feature of the 
women’s work in the city has been the steady continuance 
“of those who were helped at Mr. Marcus Cheng’s meetings 
at Easter and their concern for their husbands and other 
members of their families. Between May and July all — 
the churches in the pastorate were visited with, one excep- 
tion. It was pleasing to see how Sanchingmiao Church is 
developing from a simple gathering of interested folk into 
‘a living organism. Miss Wang En-tien and Miss Lo Hsin- 
‘ch’iien, of the Diocesan Women’s Evangelistic Band, held 
two months of very successful mission meetings in 
‘Hsiapakow and four other centres in the country nearby. 
‘Now over half the people on the street of this market 
believe, and the Gospel has sounded out into several other — 
places. The work in the city of Wanyiian (Taiping) 
specially needs prayer. The small group of Christians there 
are not united amongst themselves, they have no leader — 
and there is little life among. them. What is more,..some 
lof. them, acting against their conscience, have put up shops 
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for meenncliia on a- vacant plot of land on the church 
premises. The opium-breaking group of voluntary workers 


_ has had one or two successful efforts, and, as this is being 


written, are working at Hsiapakow, holding an opium- 
breaking Bible School of one month for some of those who 
believed at the time of the ladies’ mission, but have not yet. 
broken free from the drug. - 


Day 16. 

During the last few months Mrs.’ Robinson and Miss. | 
Barber have been able to visit outstations and markets,. 
and hold a three weeks’ Bible School for women and 
young people in P’in-chin-p’u. There are signs of real life: 
in a market 80 li from Liangshan. A stonemason attended 
meetings conducted by Mr. Marcus Cheng in Liangshan 


city. He now says: “ Before I went to the meetings I knew, 


being a stonemason, that the idols of stone were no gods. 
In that way my heart was prepared to receive the Truth. 
I thought that, as I was unlearned, I would keep the matter 
to myself, but I could not keep silent.” As a result of his 


- witness, over forty people are coming regularly. In two 


markets visited, idols have been burned. This city has 


recently been bombed several times, and prayer is asked. 


for the workers and Christians there. 


Tienkiang. The work continues to be egcouraging in 
the city. Many of those who came into blessing during the | 
Chinese New Year preaching are going on well and come: 
regularly to meetings and services, while it is evident they 
have a heart knowledge of salvation. Much teaching work. 
is needed among these, and a short Bible School was held. 


_ during- June when an average of twenty came each morning. 


and afternoon. The Sunday services are well attended,. 
the little church being full morning and afternoon. During 
these few months a number of new people have been. 
brought in, some by those who have received blessing them- 


_ selves. Many of these new believers receive great persecu-- 


tion in their homes. Street preaching has brought fruit,. 
and has been followed by conversions, one case being that. 
of a woman who earned her living. by heathen practices. 

In Li-shu-ch’ang, one of the country out-stations, there is a 


real work of the Holy Spirit. Two years ago the work 
was almost dead, but now there is a Sunday congregatiom 
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of about one and one ‘is struck by the earnest 
bright Christians there. Please pray for guidance for the 
workers as they start the autumn and winter saased 


Day 17. Kaihsien. 

_ During May and part of June some of the out-stations 
were visited by the Biblewoman (Miss Huang) and Mrs. 
lliff, especially for an evangelistic effort amongst the 
women, though the need of building up the Christians | 
was not overlooked. It was encouraging to see the numbers | 
of those coming to the meetings, and many homes were 
reached by visiting. Following this tour, a band of men 
workers, which included the two Chinese pastors, spent 
five weeks going round nearly all the out-stations, com- 
bining preaching to outsiders on the streets of market towns 
with meetings for the Christians. This was a special effort 
to reach the men; over one thousand Gospels were sold, 
and it was estimated that nearly four thousand heard the 
message. In the autumn it is hoped that some more of the 
country districts may be visited. In November the Bishop | 
is planning to come for the celebration of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the Kaihsien Church, and it is hoped that 
the Rev. Ning Wei-tao will then be ordained a 


Day 18. Wanhsien. | 

The Rev. E. A. Sadler writes : “The open-air meeting 
on Wednesday evenings for our two hundred refugees is a 
splendid opportunity to get the Gospel home. The meet- 
ing is usually attended by a good group of passers-by. On 
Sunday afternoons, a special meeting is arranged for the 
refugees in the church. The speakers on the whole are 
drawn from down-river Christians, the subject being “My 
Religion.””» Amongst those who have spoken in the church 
recently, or who will do so in the near future, are a major 
in the artillery, an official in the Ministry of War, the 
headmaster of a Church Middle School in Hopei, near 
Peitaiho, a well-to-do business man from Hankow, and a 
medical student sc Shantung University. 


Day 19. Fengkieh. 
Frequent air raid warnings have tended. to interfere 

with regular work, but have also provided unsuspected 

Openings for witness and service in various ways. On two 
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occasions recently there has been the opportunity of 
addressing companies of conscripted troops. After a long. 
interval, Miao-Yii-Ts’ao was visited again recently. Three 
old men are almost the sole survivors of the church there, 
but even so there appears still to be hope of-revival. Mr.. 
has recently spent much time visiting the Christians 
in Yiinanch’ang and district. Please pray for meetings 
which are planned for October, and which it is hoped wal 
be conducted by the mov. Marcus — 


Day 23. Mienyang. 

The Middle School is to be moved to Anhsien for 
- greater safety, and will take up its quarters in the Middle 
School buildings there. Mr. Song, the new headmaster, 
has already approved himself i his good work last term, 


Day 25. Mienchu. 

‘The Rev. G. V. H. Eliott has been located to ‘the 
hospital for language study. The death of Mrs. Keo 
Tsai-ch’i at the hospital in childbirth led her father, Mr. 
Cheng Kao-ming, to resign his post of factotum there, and | 
this has not yet been filled. The Rev. Tuan Sheng-en is 
carrying on very short-handed in the city, and finding it 
- difficult to keep all the work going. Miss Jones writes 
encouragingly of her baby welfare work. Later news tells 
of the loss of the three Senior Nurses in the hospital who 
have left to take better-paid Government posts, and of 
other difficulties among the staff. Please pray about this. 


‘Day 27. Hanchow. | 
A very successful Bible School was conducted by 
Pastor Chia Yii-min and Miss Ciao last term. Nearly all 
the students, men and women, witnessed to blessing 
received. Archdeacon Donnithorne hopes to have another 
such school this term, and students from East Szechwan 
are expected to attend also. 


Day 29. Chongkiang. | 

The Rev. T. C..Lin and Mrs. Lin have been located 
to this centre while the Rev. Chang Poh-ai continues his 
studies at the University in Chengtu. 


Day 30. Chengtu. 
‘The church building at Pi Fang kai has been enlarged; 
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but the threat of air raids has-driven-many people out of 
Chengtu for the time being and congregations have been | 
reduced in consequence. The night school has been 
changed, and meetings for women are held every after- 
noon from 3 to 6 p.m.; twenty-two women come,.and are 
divided into three classes. The Rev. Fu Pei-chi, Mrs. Chao, 
and'a number of voluntary workers take turns in teaching. 
Every Wednesday afternoon there is an evangelistic meeting 
for these women, and on Fridays a Bible Class: On 
Sundays about twenty children of Christians come for 
Sunday School. There are the usual classes for “ hearers ” © 


Personal Notes. 


Drs. C. Maddox and A. J. Broomhall have arrived in > 
Paoning, and the Rev. Maxwell Orr at Tahsien. They went 
with a party of others by car and truck from Haiphong, 
taking six weeks to do the journey to Chungking owing to 
road and health difficulties. Sir Montagu Beauchamp 
accompanied them, and is also now at Paoning, visiting his 
son, Dr. Ivor Beauchamp. 


The Rev. T. E. Benson and Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Clark 
and child arrived in England on July 6th on furlough. Since 
arriving Mr. Clark has had some weeks in the C.I.M. 
Nursing Home, owing to food poisoning contracted on the 
journey. He has now recovered. 


The Rev. W. H. C. Simmonds with Mrs. Simmonds and 
children, were spending the summer at Kunming, and then 
proceeding to Szechwan. 


The Rey. F. Skinner and Mrs. Skinner were remaining. 
i for the time being. He was giving some > 
assistance at Cathedral while there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Darbyshire and child were preparing to | 
return to China in late September, but owing to the 
uncertainty of sailings, no date can be given. They have 
done their full share of deputation work during furlough. 
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- Archdeacon and Mrs. Denham were expecting to come 
‘on » faoug soon, but their movements may be affected 
bcd war conditions. 


as, Deateuees L. Stewart, with Miss Lewis (Church Army 
recruit) and Miss More (fiancée to Rev. G. V. H. Eliott) left 
on August 23rd for West Szechwan. They were travelling 
on a Dutch boat, and news has been received from 
Colombo of their safe journey so far. 


Dr. and Mrs. Knights, also recruits for West Szechwan, 
are travelling out on a P. and O. boat, and it is not yet 
known whether this has been stopped en route owing to 
the European War. 


In Memoriam. 


_ It is with great regret that we have to record the death | 
on June 25th last, as the result of a road accident, of Miss 
Emma Culverwell, one of the early workers in Eastern 
Szechwan under the China Inland Mission. 


. In a letter written in November, 1887, to one of her 
sisters, Mr. (afterwards Bishop) Cassels referred to her first 
journey up to Szechwan in company with himself and Mrs. 
Cassels, and wrote: “ Her bright and consistent Christian 
character are such as to make my dear wife and myself 
thank God very much for her.” : 


| Miss Culverwell was a pioneer worker among women, 
first in Paoning (together with Mrs. Cassels), and two 
years later in Kwangyuan, at a time when it called for 
much courage to face going about the streets with a 
following of crowds making rude and unpleasant remarks 
about the foreigner. She soon had her rewatd in evidence 
of God’s blessing on her work when some women overcame 
their fears and began to attend regular Bible Classes ; and 
it was her privilege to witness the first baptisms i in Paoning 
and Kwangyuan. After brief periods in other stations, she 
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went to Yingshan at the beginning of 1899, and continued 
there until her retirement a few years ago. She felt very 
keenly the giving up of her beloved work ; but continued 
to keep in close touch with many of her Chinese friends 
—including Bishop Song of Western Szechwan, who often 
referred to her as his “ mother ’—and it is impossible to 
estimate how much her prayers have accomplished even 
when her bodily presence could no longer be in China. 


We in the D.A.W.C. here at home will greatly miss 
Miss Culverwell’s never-failing interest and support. She 
was one of the most faithful attenders at our monthly 
_ Prayer Meetings and at the Annual Meeting on the Day of 
Prayer and Gifts. Of such as she it may be truly said: 
“They rest from their labours, and their works do follow 
them.” Our sympathy is extended to the members of her 
family in their great loss, and especially to Miss Fanny 
Culverwell, who followed her sister out to China — 
- months later, and i is now at home. 


Prayer Meetings. 


In present circumstances, it does not seem right to ask 
people to attend an afternoon Prayer Meeting in Central 
London, particularly as, before long, darkness will be. 
falling before they could get back to their homes. Will 
friends kindly note, therefore, that the usual D.A.W.C. 
monthly Prayer Meetings will not be held until further 
notice? The need for prayer for the work is as urgent 
as ever it was ; and it is hoped that all our friends will do 
_ their best to set aside some special time for this ministry, 
and that those who can will attend any parochial gathering © 
in their neighbourhood at which remembrance is 
made of Western China. We print below the usual list of 
such local Prayer Meetings ; though it is probable that 
arrangements as to days and times have been altered in 


Many cases owing to the exigences of the present situation, 
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and can no Mase be taken as correct without i inquiry in the 
parishes concerned. 


St. Stephen’s, E. Putney ... Ist Tuesday, afternoon. 
Emmanuel, Wimbledon _... Ist Friday, 5.30 & 8.15 p.m. 
Haling Hall, Croydon ... lst Friday, 8.15 p.m. | 
St. Michael’s, Braintree ... 1st Saturday, evening. 


Holy Trinity, Eastbourne... lst Saturday, 5.30 p.m. 
St. Peter’s, Southborough... 4th Tuesday, 11.45 a.m. 
Ist Saturday, 6 p.m. 

Thorsden, Guildford ns 

| Woking .... .. 8rd Tuesday, 11. 30, a.m. 

Christ Church, Beckenham... 4th Friday. 

| | St. Jaines’, Dover ... ... 4th Sunday, evening service. 
St. Mark’s, Preston ... ... Tuesdays, 7.30 p.m. 
Runham, Gt. Yarmouth _ ... Wednesdays, 9.45 a.m. 
Mantby, Gt. Yarmouth ... Thursdays, 9.45 a.m. 
Ferndown, Dorset ... Wednesdays 
Parish Church, Sevenoaks... Fridays (two meetings). 
St. John’s. Ealing ... ... Fridays, 5.30 p.m. 
Christ Church, Blackpool ... Fridays, 7 p.m. 
Pettaugh, Stowmarket ... Friday, evening. 


Union Hall, Dover ... ... Saturdays, evening. 
St. Andrew’s, Cullompton... 1st Saturday evening. 
Reigate Parish Church _.., 4th Saturday. 
Christ Church, Barnet 

St. Cuthbert’s, Preston 

St. Luke’s, Chadderton 

Holy Trinity, Margate 

Stanstead, Suffolk ..... 

St. Peter’s, Thetford, Norfolk 

St. Mary’s, Watford... ... 
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Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 
TS'IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 


ILUNG, TSANGKI, WIENKOH. 


KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG. 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG, 

KWANGAN. | 

YOCH’IH. 

K UAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. 

CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 


. TACHU. 


TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN -KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 


-FENGKIEH (KWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN: 


20. 
23. 


MOWCHOW. . 

P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW). 
ANHSIEN. | 

MIENCHU. 

TEHYANG. 


. HANCHOW. 


SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


| 
1 
24. 
| 26. 
28. 
30. 
31. 


Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET US THANK GOD: 


That, in spite of the many difficulties resulting from the war 


between Japan and China, the work of the Gospel is being carried 
on without hindrance; and that there are so many evidences of a 


readiness to listen to the message oF salvation among all classes of — 


the people. 3 
For the many encouragements given to Bishop Song during 
his tour of the Western Szechwan diocese. 


For God’s blessing on the Bible Schools held in iin and 
other places; on special meetings held by Pastor Ts’ai; and on the 
work of preaching bands in the Kaihsien district. 


For Bishop Houghton’s restoration to health; and for the 


preservation of workers and other Christians in the air raids on 
Chengtu and Fengkieh. 


For the life and work of Miss Emma Culverwell. 


LET US PRAY: 
For all who have suffered rene the air raids in Chengtu 


and Fengkieh. For the work of Mr. Sadler, Mr. — Liu and 


others among refugees and wounded. 


For the little Church in Ping-wu, that the Christians there may 
not go back for lack of shepherding, and that some means of helping 
them may yet be found. For all those who have attended recent 
Bible Schools and special classes in the various stations, that they 
may really go on to know the Lord and to be true witnesses 
for Him. 


For the Deanery and Standing Committee meetings being held 
about this time in Chihsien. 


For the Mienyang Middle School in its new quarters in Anhsien ; 
and for Mr. Song, the new Headmaster, in all his responsibilities 


and opportunities. For the Mienchu Hospital in its present 


difficulties. 


For all who are travelling out to China or on their way home, 
that they may be kept in safety. For the recruits, that they may 
be helped in learning the language and may be given a real love for 
the people among whom they are at work. 


For the restoration of peace in Europe, and in the Far East. 
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NB. P* ingwu and Kia : ryvu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the c. I.M. 
Church Army es are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 
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